Spoken English Essentials
for Legal Professionals

By Adv. Anamika Kumari, Partner, Ekadeekta Legal.




Why Communication Matters

Effective communication is the cornerstone of legal practice. Your ability to speak
clearly, correctly, and confidently determines professional success in court
arguments, client counseling, and negotiations.

Client Trust Court Persuasion

Clear explanations of complex Judges and juries are convinced
concepts build confidence and by clear, compelling arguments
lasting relationships. delivered with authority.

Professional Reputation

Excellent communication distinguishes you in competitive legal markets and
enables advancement.
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Part 1: Grammar Foundations
Active vs. Passive Voice

Active voice creates clarity and directness—essential for legal communication. The subject performs the action, establishing clear
responsibility and projecting confidence.

Active Voice Passive Voice

The plaintiff filed the lawsuit. Clear, direct, persuasive. The lawsuit was filed by the plaintiff. Use strategically when
emphasizing action over actor.



Subject-Verb Agreement
Mastery

Subject-verb agreement errors undermine credibility. Singular subjects take
singular verbs; plural subjects take plural verbs. Complex legal constructions
require special attention.

1  Compound Subjects with "Each’

Each party and witness has been notified (singular verb).

2 Neither/Nor Constructions

Verb agrees with closest subject: Neither plaintiff nor defendants are
present.

3 Collective Nouns

The jury has reached its verdict (acting as single unit).



Part 2: Sentence Structure Excellence
Seven Cardinal Rules for Clarity

Legal communication demands precision. Follow Subject + Verb + Object structure. Keep sentences short
(15-25 words). Use concrete language. Eliminate wordiness. Place modifiers correctly. Avoid ambiguous
pronouns. Maintain parallel structure.

o1

Keep Sentences Short

Target 15-25 words. Break complex ideas into multiple sentences for clarity.

02

Use Concrete Language

Specific details prevent ambiguity. "Forged the signature" beats "engaged in improper conduct.”

03

Eliminate Wordiness

Replace "due to the fact that" with "because." Replace "at this point in time" with "now."

04

Front-Load Information

Place most important information at sentence beginning for maximum impact.




Part 3: Voice Clarity & Breath Control
.‘ The Foundation: Diaphragmatic Breathing

Proper breathing is essential for vocal power and clarity. Breathe diaphragmatically, not from the
chest. Take breath breaks every 7-9 words at natural punctuation points. Never speak until out of

breath.

Find Your Diaphragm

Place hands on chest and stomach. Stomach hand should move more than chest hand.

Practice Deep Breathing

Inhale for 4 counts, hold for 4, exhale for 6. Repeat 10 times daily.

Apply to Speaking

Breathe before speaking. Take breaks every 7-9 words at commas and periods.




Articulation & Legal Terminology
Pronunciation Precision

Clear articulation prevents misunderstandings and projects intelligence. Master the three
pronunciations of -ed endings: /t/ after voiceless consonants (helped), /d/ after voiced
consonants (claimed), /id/ after t or d (violated). Pronounce legal terms correctly: lawyer
(LOY-er), alleged (uh-LEJD), plaintiff (PLAIN-tif), verdict (VUR-dikt).

e -ed Endings Matter

Breached (breach-T), filed (file-D), convicted (convict-ID). Each pronunciation is distinct.

e Common Legal Terms

Counsel (KOWN-sul), defendant (dih-FEN-dunt), subpoena (suh-PEE-nuh), deposition
(dep-uh-ZISH-un).

e Daily Practice

Use tongue twisters: "The lawyer's liability lies in litigation." Record yourself for
feedback.




Voice Control Strategies
Pace, Pauses, and Vocal Variety

Optimal speaking rate for legal contexts: 120-140 words per minute. Strategic pauses emphasize
important points and replace filler words. Eliminate "um," "uh," "like," "basically." Vary pitch, volume, and
pace to avoid monotone delivery. Lower pitch conveys authority; higher pitch suggests enthusiasm.

Pace Control

1
Slower delivery allows listener processing and projects confidence.
Strategic Pauses

2 Pause before important words, after complex information, and after powerful statements.
Eliminate Fillers

= Replace "um" with silence. Awareness, practice, and preparation reduce unconscious
habits.
Vocal Variety

4

Vary pitch, volume, and pace to maintain audience attention and persuasiveness.




Your Path to Excellence
Continuous Improvement & Practice

Communication excellence requires consistent daily practice (15 minutes beats
occasional intensive sessions), self-awareness through regular recording, feedback from
mentors, patience, and lifelong commitment. Record yourself weekly, identify top three
weaknesses, practice targeted exercises, and reassess. Your voice is your brand—invest
in it as seriously as your legal knowledge. The returns—professionally, financially, and
personally—far exceed the effort.

Record & Analyze Set SMART Goals

Weekly recordings reveal problems. Specific, measurable, achievable,
Wait 24 hours for objectivity before relevant, time-bound targets drive
listening. improvement.

Daily Practice

15 minutes daily: grammar exercises, sentence structuring, pronunciation drills,
voice control.



